
Acts of the Holy Spirit—Devotional Thoughts for the  
Week of January 10, 2021 

Our devotional author this week is Kathleen Hosner. She has been 
married to Jeff for 25 years, and is the mother of three grown sons 
(Ryan, AJ, Josh) and grandmother of 16-month-old Atlas William. (“It’s a 
good thing I have a sense of humor, being surrounded by all boys!”) She 
has been a part of BCC for 27 years (“it is near and dear to my heart!”), 
and is actively involved in the Walk to Emmaus program here in the 
Dayton area. 

DAY 1: Receiving the Holy Spirit 

During my middle and high school years 
we used to recite a cheer at ball games 
that went: “We’ve got spirit yes we do 
we’ve got spirit how about you?!” To 
which the competing side would then yell 
the same back and we would alternate 
each time getting louder until tiring out or 
getting interrupted by a phenomenal play or score. We do not seem to 
have a problem with “ team spirit” In our modern-day culture, including 
the American church. We see this evidenced by buttons, T-shirts, and 
scarves (and yes, even masks we now wear) with certain sports icons 
represented, or by proud social media posts of winning teams or 
athletes we like, or by yelling at sporting events. But do we, as believers, 
have Spirit?  

For many Christians, it is much easier to relate to the Father and the Son 
of the Holy Trinity (after all, we have those relationships in families here 
on Earth), than to grasp the abstract, mysterious Holy Spirit.      

PRAY:  Ask the Lord to open your heart, mind and soul as you read the 
following passage. Pray for fresh eyes, especially if you’ve read 
this many times before. 

READ:  Acts 1:4-8. (You may feel inclined to read this more than once.) 

REFLECT: Have I been good at “waiting for the gift the Father 
promised?” 

Do I really believe I have this “power” mentioned above? 

Do I really believe the Holy Spirit has “come upon me to be His 
witness to the world”? 

ACT: If you answered “no” or “not sure” to any question above, ask the 
Lord now to re-ignite the Holy Spirit’s activity in you—the Spirit 
gifted to you when you began following Jesus. This may involve 
humbly repenting of sin(s)—Luke 18:13-14—and “waiting in 
Jerusalem” for a while. But God is faithful to answer when you 
ask in faith (James 1:4-6; Matthew 7:7-8). 

If you answered ”yes” to those questions, ask the Lord for courage to 
use and increase your spiritual gifts for building up the Body of Christ 
(this might involve getting out of your comfort zone!). Read also 
Romans 8:14-17; Hebrews 2:4. 

End with a prayer of “thanks” to Almighty God for what His Spirit is 
doing in you personally and in His worldwide Church, and in expectation 
for what he will do! 

DAY 2: Holy Spirit Signs and Wonders 

Many BCC sermons in 2020 revolved around bringing “God’s right side 
up Kingdom to an upside-down world.” In the book Sacred Romance by 
Brent Curtis and John Eldridge (1997), they share this thought: 

“Jesus left to prepare our place in heaven; 
the Spirit has come to empower us to 
continue the invasion of the Kingdom which 
is primarily about freeing the hearts of 
others to live in the love of God.” (81) 

PRAY: Ask God to remove any barriers to 
receiving God’s love in your heart 
today. Take your time. Like day 1, 
ask for a personal insight regarding the passage below. 

READ: Acts 2:1-4 (perhaps read multiple times) 



REFLECT: The above passage describes a “spiritual invasion of the 
Kingdom” that was manifested physically: (e.g., the sound of 
wind, tongues of fire, speaking in foreign languages). 

Have you ever personally experienced or witnessed such an 
“invasion”? Maybe something you just can’t explain? 

ACT:  If you answered “no” above, ask God to reveal to you if there is a 
reason “why not”? (maybe repeat Day 1’s Action step)  If you 
answered “yes,” have you had the courage to share your 
experience with anyone? If not, maybe do that this week. 

End again with a personal prayer of Praise, Thanksgiving, and 
Expectation! 

DAY 3: Outpouring of God’s Spirit—Prophecy, Visions, Dreams 

In his book Waking the Dead (2003) John Eldridge explains,  

“The particular foolishness of the church in the past century was 
‘Reason above all else.’ The result has been a faith stripped of the 
supernatural… putting all of our confidence in human reason was naïve 
and it left us in a very dangerous position…” (101) 

Now, not all of the Church has done this, because there are powerful 
ministries, both in the U.S. and worldwide, where prophecy, super-
natural healings, comforting visions, etc. take place. For example, I have 
a dear friend who lost her 22-year-old daughter quite unexpectedly, 
roughly two years ago. The young lady was babysitting and suddenly 
collapsed and died. One child who was there (a three-year old little boy) 
told the police officer at the scene that “she fell and then a man was 
with her, and it was Jesus!” There was no sign that anyone other than 
the now-deceased babysitter and the two children (the youngest was a 
baby) had been in the home until the father arrived several hours later. 
Miraculously, the children were safe, and my friend and her family had 
the reassurance that their daughter was in heaven.  

Lee Strobel’s book A Case for Miracles highlights 
many amazing healings that cannot be explained 
by medical or scientific interventions. New York 
Times best-selling author Joan Wester Anderson 
has recorded accounts of mysterious visitors, 
who no one can later identify, showing up to help 
persons in critical need. Despite these examples, 
however, many Christians still struggle with 
believing these kinds of things (this “outpouring”) 
still happens today. 

READ: Acts 2:16-21 

REFLECT: Do I believe that this passage that Peter quotes is just as 
applicable today as in the early church? Reflect on Hebrews 
13:8 and Acts 2:38-39. Also look back to Acts 2:12-13 and 
forward to 2:37. 

Ask yourself: Am I a scoffer or a person “cut to the heart?” 

ACT: Find an author you like and read a book or do a study on what it 
might look like to live “supernaturally.” If you don’t know of 
any, ask a fellow believer you trust to recommend one. Study 1 
Corinthians 12:7-11. If you have not already identified them, ask 
the Holy Spirit to reveal to you which spiritual gift(s) you may 
have and how to grow in them for the good of the Body of 
Christ. 

End in prayer as Days 1 & 2. 

DAY 4: Empowerment for Spiritual Authority 

“It is important to understand there is a dwelling place or position in the 
spirit that we hold as believers in Jesus. With this position comes 
authority. This authority is what the enemy wants.” John Bevere, 
Recognize Your Spiritual Authority (2003), 20. 

Paul says in Romans 8:17 that we are “co-heirs with Christ.” Luke 10:19 
also reiterates the power we have in Christ as his followers. This was all 
part of God’s plan for His Church after Jesus’ ascension (John 16:7-15). 



And this is the power and authority that the early church exercised 
despite many obstacles and much evil the enemy was wielding around 
them!  

We must remember that we too have an enemy, but its origin is not in 
persons, ideas, or even governments (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Our real 
battle is in the spiritual realm, and for this reason we are given the Holy 
Spirit, the Counselor (John 14:25-26). 

PRAY/ REFLECT:  Ask the Holy Spirit to: 

Reveal any obstacles (sin, distractions, apathy, etc.) that might 
be keeping you from this Christ- partnered place of authority. 

Reveal a deeper understanding of how to have courage as the 
early church did, so as to remain firm in your authority. 
(Reading and memorizing Ephesians 6:10-18 might help.) 

ACT:  Keep a journal of where you see spiritual victory in your own or 
someone else’s life where God has used you through prayer or 
service. 

Close in prayer as you are led. Remember that our weapon is the word 
of God (the sword of the Spirit, 
Ephesians 6:17). The more we 
study and say His words and 
obey His commands (as the 
disciples did), the stronger our 
authority partnership will 
become (John 15:5)! 

 

DAY 5: Recap 

Many amazing things happened on the day of Pentecost with the birth 
of the Holy Spirit-filled church!  God is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever (Hebrews 13:8), and His word does not come back to Him empty 
(Isaiah 55:11). Those same supernatural kinds of things can occur in the 
Church today. He has gifted every believer with spiritual gifts that are to 
be used to build his kingdom on Earth.  

Although we have an evil enemy working against us, as did the early 
Church, we are partnered with Jesus to have authority over that enemy 
and demolish strongholds (2 Corinthians 10-4, 5). The Holy Spirit gives 
us this power and reminds us of all that Jesus modeled and taught. 
However, it’s not enough to just know this, we must APPLY it in our 
daily lives, and we must believe in faith that this is possible (Mark 
11:24). 

PRAY/ REFLECT/ACT: Review days 1-4. Ask for continued revelation as 
we move through the book of Acts. Share with someone what 
you are learning and/or experiencing! 

End again with a prayer of Praise, Thanksgiving, and Expectation!  

 


